Congress of the United States
Washington, DE 20515

May 2, 2025
Hon. John Carter Hon. Debbie Wasserman Schultz
Chairman Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Military Construction, Subcommittee on Military Construction,
Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies
Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations
United States House of Representatives United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Carter and Ranking Member Wasserman Schultz:

Thank you for your continued commitment to ensuring the health and well-being of our nation’s
veterans by prioritizing the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Medical and Prosthetic
Research program. Congress has long understood the relationship between robust research for
the health care needs of our veterans and improved outcomes in treatment and care. For this
reason, we respectfully request a funding level of $1.2 billion for the VA Medical and
Prosthetic Research program within the Military Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2026.

The VA Office of Research and Development and its dedicated staff play a key role in advancing
the health and care of veterans and is uniquely positioned to continue to lead a national
transformation of American health care. As part of the largest integrated health care system in the
United States, VA Research and Development has the access needed to study the causes and most
effective treatments of conditions commonly afflicting our servicemembers and veterans.
Sustained and predictable funding for VA’s Medical and Prosthetic Research program saves
veterans’ lives. Delays and lack of robust funding disrupts research projects that are vital to
veterans’ health, including studies on cancer treatments, opioid addiction, prosthetics, suicide
prevention, and toxic exposures.

VA research seeks to improve the physical and mental wellbeing of our nation’s veterans and
endeavors to extend their life expectancy. Achieving a remarkable milestone, in November 2023,
the VA enrolled its one millionth veteran into the precision medicine-focused Million Veteran
Program (MVP), which looks at how genes, lifestyle, military experiences, and exposures affect
health and wellness in veterans. Additionally, in 2024, VA research projects included studies
addressing military environmental exposures; suicide prevention and created a clinical trial
database to be used for future systematic reviews or clinical practice guidelines; improving lung
cancer screening by completing more than 680,000 screenings for over 350,000 veterans since
2021; a neuro-prosthetic system to provide sensory feedback from a prosthetic hand; and
continuing research on pain and opioid use, creating an injectable gel that shows potential
treatment for degenerative disc disease.
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VA Research and Development also funded clinical trials for experimental treatments for bone
regeneration and spinal cord injuries as well as precision medicine for several cancer types.
Prosthetic research studies included those that sought to improve lower limbs, foot, and ankle
prosthetics and to better understand the unique challenges faced by women using prosthetics.
These novel treatments and diagnostics do not just benefit our country’s veterans, they benefit all

Americans who suffer from complex disease processes.

It is imperative that Congress demonstrates a continued commitment to VA research and
encourages a health care system for our nation’s veterans that is as innovative and effective as
they are. We urge you to provide a meaningful investment of $1.2 billion for the VA’s Medical

and Prosthetic Research program for the coming fiscal year.

Thank you for your consideration and for your leadership on behalf of American veterans.
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Member of Congress



Congress of the Anited States

Rick Larsen
Member of Congress

St B

Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress

C phana-dlagea-

Jaldna Hayes
Member of Congress

Nikki Budzinski
Member of Congress

LI

Marilyn Strickland
Member of Congress

e AT

Vicente Gonzalez
Member of Congress

Washington, BE 20515

\L'.C«NM

Joe Courtney
Member of Congress

%@7

William R. Keating
Member of Congress

)%ca, E L g

Stacey E/Plaskett
Member of Congress

Lot

Josh Gottheimer
ber of Congress

0’!’«, aa»z/

Angie Craig
Member of Congress

Adam Smith
Member of Congress



Congress of the Anited States

M S22

Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress

St Lol

Steve Cohen
Member of Congress

\M\(M%

Nikema Williams
Member of Congress

S gy

Steven Horsford ¢
Member of Congress

David Scott
Member of Congress

R

son Crow
Member of Congress

Washington, BE 20515

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Slephen F. Lynch
Member of Congress

Bk B0

Brendan F. Boyle
Member of Congress

Yte O Clieke

Wette D. Clarke
Member of Congress

Y S

Mike Thompson
Member of Congress

Gilbert Ray Cisneros, W
Member of Congress



Congress of the United States

etk 0 Kol

Timothy M’ Kennedy
Member of Congress

1

Ro Khanna
Member of Congress

mber of Congress

osdotbnsky

chakowsky J
Member of Congress

e

samin Ansari  \
mber of Congress

TeA V. Jioan

Ted W. Lieu
Member of Congress

Washington, DE 20515

A7k

Val Hoyle
Member of Congress

Nanette Diaz Barragan
Member of Congress

2 i

Eric Swalwell
Member of Congress

Tt Totusmn

Julie Johnson
Member of Congress

Maﬁ%

Danny K. Navis
Member of Congress

e

Donald G. Davis
Member of Congress



Congress of the Anited States

e Uige

Washington, BE 20515

Juén Vargas
Member of Congress

Oeboe O Y\){QQ

Debbie Dingell =
Member of Congress

Hoar tf Corey

MorgaU McGarvey
Member of Congress

2.5

Gwen S. Moore
Member of Congress

AL

Valerie P. Foushee
Member of Congress

o

Cherfilus-McCormick
Member of Congress

(ris Bggus

Chris Pappas
Member of Congress

ormers L Ko

Summer L. Lee
Member of Congress

Nletti o

Ne\ie Pou
Membes. of Congress

Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress

Suifl ques

Sy‘via R. Garciau

Member of Congress

S MNEA

SarattMcBride

Member of Congress



Congress of the Anited States

Washington, BE 20515

Laura Friedman
Member of Congress

'W\m-.
Kelly Moffison
Member of Congress

It

nathan L. Jaclyon
ember of Congress

Member of Congress

a@hitesides

Member of Congress

Moy Fondi

Chrissy Houlahan
Member of Congress

dd

Gileg Dahdsman

Member of Congress

iy

Donald S. Be}k:}) Jr.
Member of Congress

by chu (J

Member of Congress

Julia Brovs;nley
Member of Congress

< —

Patrick Ryan
Member of Congress




Congress of the Anited States

I

&\%}/!Panetta
mber of Congress

MARK TAKANO
Member of Congress

%w/ Mepith

Lucy McBath
Member of Congress

g o

Chris Deluzio
Member of Congress

/7

Troy A. Carter, Sr.
Member of Congress

Jared Moskowitz
Member of Congress

Washington, BE 20515

P B

Ami Bera
Member of Congress

B SH o

Bennie G. Thompson’
Member of Congress

(D oo

Dwight Evans
Member of Congress

Dhosan o~

Darren Soto
Member of Congress

(L

John B. Larson
ember of Congress

ety et

Gerald E. Connolly
Member of Congress



Congress of the United States

Washington, AW 20515

Gabe Amo
Member of Congress




