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SUMMARY OF 

2012 VA RESEARCH WEEK 
VAMC FIELD ACTIVITIES

VA Medical Centers (VAMCs) across the 
country organized a variety of research 
related events, including poster displays 
and competitions, lectures, symposiums, 
trivia games, luncheons, training classes, 
and more. Some conducted tours of 
their research laboratories and centers of 
excellence. Members of Congress or their 
representatives attended events and shared 
their views on the value of VA Research to 
medical science and Veterans’ health care. 

Some research offices have reported that this 
year’s activities were the most successful to 
date. Others have made comments regarding 
their future plans and needs. We thank all the 
research services and public affairs offices 
for devoting time, staff, and energy to this 
event. The following summaries highlight 
nationwide research activities during VA 
Research Week 2012.

We look forward to assisting you in planning 
next year’s events. Please visit our website for 
more information at www.research.va.gov.  

APRIL 23–27
2012 VA 
NATIONAL 
RESEARCH WEEK
http://www.research.va.gov/researchweek
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Augusta, Ga.

From April 24 - 25, 2012, the Charlie Norwood VA 
Medical Center held Research Week events to share 
the progress and achievements of VA researchers who 
are advancing the quality of care for Veterans as well 
as advancing medical sciences. Through its agenda of 
activities, this VAMC took the opportunity to educate 
Veterans, elected offi  cials, and the general public 
about research and its impact on treating disease and 
disability. The celebration included lectures, lunches, 
and poster sessions. Lectures focused on a wide range 
of research topics, including autophagy and stroke, 
cancer therapy, and multiphoton imaging, as well 
as a guest speaker from the American Legion.  The 
center also held post-doctoral and student poster 
presentations and competitions. 

Baltimore, Md.
The VA Maryland Health Care System held its 16th 
annual Research Day on April 23, 2012. It kicked-off  
the event with a poster session, where 31 posters 
were presented to the attendees. In addition to 
the poster session, Dr. Alan R. Shuldiner was the 
guest speaker for the event and gave a talk titled 
“Personalized Medicine and Pharmacogenomics.” 
There was a reception and lunch for attendees 
following the talk, which was held in the Research 
Service main offi  ce and conference room. 

Boston, Mass.
The VA Boston Healthcare System held a Research 
Day event on April 23, 2012 to celebrate its Veterans 
and recognize researchers for their accomplishments. 
The medical center set up booths with brochures, 
promotional items, and displays at its three campuses. 
It also held a lecture series called, “Exercise for Life: 
Behavioral Medicine at VABHS,” which featured 
presentations by fi ve investigators. The center also 
held a poster session, where 130 posters were displayed. 
Promotional items and bags were distributed to 
attendees and over 10 VA Boston Healthcare personnel 
were given awards to recognize them for their work.

Bronx, N.Y. 
The James J. Peters VA Medical Center hosted a 
Research Day event on April 24, 2012 with activities 
that portrayed the national Research Week theme, 
“Caring for Veterans through Discovery & Collaboration.” 
To recognize researchers for their innovations, investigators 
presented their fi ndings during the fi rst portion of the 
day. They shared studies related to Alzheimer’s disease, 
personality disorders, paralysis, and posttraumatic stress 
disorder (PTSD).  In addition to a luncheon, research 
facility tour, and poster sessions, there was also a keynote 
speech given by Dr. Gregory Elder, who spoke about 
“Blast Induced Traumatic Brain Injury.”

Awards presentation event at the Augusta VAMC 
during Research Week.

Refreshments at the Boston VAMC research 
exhibits on April 23, 2012.
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exhibits on April 23, 2012.
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Chicago, Ill.
On April 25 and 26, 2012, the Jesse Brown VA Medical 
Center held a Research Week Poster Session and a Veterans 
Research Forum. Poster presentations were on display 
in the hospital conference center and highlighted the 
accomplishments of their researchers.  Attendees included 
clinical staff  from the medical center and researchers 
from the Jesse Brown VAMC laboratories. Next, they 
held a Veterans Research Forum, where VA researchers 
discussed their areas of study and answered questions 
from Veterans about their research. The research areas 
discussed during the forum included posttraumatic 
stress disorder (PTSD), cardiovascular health, alcohol 
abuse and alcoholism, and lung disease. In addition to 
the activities described above, the staff  of the Research 
Service distributed brochures and reports to hospital 
employees, Veterans, and visitors regarding national 
research activities.  Booklets covering VA research in 
prosthetics, cancer, PTSD, traumatic brain injury (TBI), 
Women’s Health and a host of other VA research focus 
areas were distributed.  

Cleveland, Ohio
The Louis Stokes Cleveland VA Medical Center held 
a Research Day event on April 24, 2012 and displayed 
posters throughout the week. There were approximately 
75 investigators that presented posters to Veterans, staff , 
and hospital visitors. In addition, there was a ribbon-
cutting ceremony for the eight new research labs in the
basement of the medical center, and several participants 
attended to celebrate. Finally there was a lunch for 
Veterans, following the ribbon-cutting ceremony.

Columbia, S.C.
The William Jennings Bryan Dorn VA Medical Center 
conducted a Research Day event on April 25, 2012 to 
provide recognition to its investigators and educate 
Veterans about recent research accomplishments. 
Veterans, their families, and members of the health 
community were invited to attend the program, which 
started with poster presentations and refreshments. 
In addition, the formal program began with a keynote 
speech and presentations from four other leading 
researchers, who shared fi ndings from their recent 
studies with the audience.

Denver, Colo.
Community Day was the fi rst event that the VA 
Eastern Colorado Health Care System held during 
Research Week on May 17, 2012. The medical center 
invited Veterans, the community, and university 
and congressional affi  liates to learn more about the 
current research being performed at the medical 
center. Posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD), traumatic 
brain injury (TBI), and prosthetics were just a few 
of the important topics presented to the audience 
and were presented in a way so that all audience 
members could understand the material. The center also 
held a Scientist Day on May 18, 2012, which focused 
on scientists presenting their current research and 
collaborating with their peers. 

Poster presentation session at the Columbia, SC, VAMC.
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Durham, N.C.
The Durham VA Medical Center celebrated Research 
Week with a Research Day event on April 25, 2012. 
Investigators attended a research town hall to share 
research and collaborate with each other. The center 
also featured an information booth in the main lobby 
that included information regarding VA Research and 
literature that was made available for Veterans, staff , 
and the general public. In addition, the booth was 
staff ed by two research offi  ce employees to answer 
questions. Employees, visitors, and patients stopped 
by the booth to discuss VA research projects and pick 
up information packets. 

Gainesville, Fla.
The Malcom Randal VA Medical Center hosted a 
Research Day event on May 16, 2012 to acknowledge 
the contributions of VA Research to the mission of 
caring for Veterans. The event featured information on 
several research studies and topics, including obesity 
and type 2 diabetes, stroke, women’s health, research 
collaborations with the University of South Florida, 
Million Veteran Program (MVP), Wounded Warrior 
Project, and more. This information was shared through 
several research speakers and special guest speakers. 
The day ended with a Research Day Open House, which 
featured refreshments, poster exhibits, and Veteran and 
Community Services.

Hines, Ill.
Veterans, staff , and other audiences at the Edward 
Hines, Jr. VA Hospital celebrated a Research Day event 
on April 26, 2012. The event consisted of morning and 
afternoon speaker sessions, poster displays, and the 
production of an event abstract booklet. In the morning 
session, Dr. Dale Gerding presented “Will Your Research 
ever Reach the Bedside? Non-Toxigenic Clostridium 
diffi  ile Colonization to Prevent C. diffi  cile Infection as a 
Model.” In the afternoon, eight investigators presented 
their research for information sharing and collaborative 
opportunities. Finally, an exhibit table displayed the 
event abstract booklet and information about local 
research projects and studies, so that attendees could 
take materials with them to learn more about VA Research.

Houston, Texas
The Michael E. DeBakery VA Medical Center (MEDVAMC) 
hosted Research Week events from April 24 -27, 2012, 
which included poster presentations and lectures. 
The poster presentations were held in the main lobby 
and numerous Veterans stopped by and expressed 
enthusiastic interest in participating in some of the 
research studies. Cards were also made available for 
the Veterans to fi ll out so that they could be contacted 
by the Principal Investigator or Research Coordinator 
for specifi c studies. The lecture session took place on 
Friday, featuring Dr. Laura Petersen, Acting Associate 
Chief of Staff ; Adam Walmus, Medical Center Director; 
a Veteran representative; and brief presentations by 
four MEDVAMC investigators from the four branches 
of research represented at the medical center.  

Exhibit booth display at the Gainesville VAMC 
during Research Week.

Veteran inquires about VA research at the Hines 
VAMC during Research Week.
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Iowa City, Iowa
On April 2 - 4, 2012 the Iowa City VA Health Care System 
held an event for Research Week in conjunction with 
the University of Iowa. This year’s event was focused 
on neuroscience and included several activities to 
share the latest research and information on this topic. 
There were several speeches and talks from researchers 
and investigators that occurred during the three-day-
event. Poster presentations were also featured from 
graduate, medical, and pharmacy students, along with 
presentations from postdoctoral fellows, faculty, and 
staff . At the completion of the event, the center named 
three winners from the poster presentations.

Miami, Fla.
The Miami VA Healthcare System Research Week event 
highlighted the achievements of VA researchers and the 
roles they play in providing high quality care for Veterans 
and advancing medical science. The fi fth annual Miami 
VA Research Day Poster Session took place on April 24, 2012 
with an extended poster session and on-site posters 
representing the work of numerous investigators. 
In addition, a special display from the Science Information 
Offi  ce included a video demonstration on the new electronic 
submission system and poster on the protocol review 
process. Other informational materials provided by the 
Research Service and VA Research were displayed. Abstract 
books featuring the projects presented were published 
and distributed. In addition to the poster session, the 
center held a Grand Rounds, where their keynote speaker, 
Dr. Nancy G. Klimas shared research and information on 
Gulf War Illness. Hospital staff , investigators, Veterans, 
and researchers from the University of Miami Miller School 
of Medicine participated in the two-day program.  

Phoenix, Ariz.
In order to celebrate their accomplishments in research, 
members of the Phoenix VA Health Care System held 
Research Week events from April 23–27, 2012. On the 
fi rst day, research investigators presented and displayed 
posters with fi ndings from their recent research studies. 
Next, the center held tours of its research laboratories 
and Clinical Research Center to educate Veterans, health 
care professionals, and the general public about the 
work that occurs at the Phoenix VA Health Care System. 
Finally, on the last day the center invited its audience to 
the Annual Research Week Barbeque to thank Veterans 
and recognize researchers.

Portland, Ore.
The Portland VA Medical Center held its main event in the 
hospital’s auditorium on April 27, 2012. The day included 
presentations by fi ve Principal Investigators (PIs) regarding 
their recent discoveries in the last year. The event also 
included opening comments by the Chief of Staff , 
introductions by the Associate Chief of Staff , comments 
by the Director of the Oregon Department of Veterans’ 
Aff airs, and closing comments by the Medical Center 
Director.  The center also had four table top displays 
that included Portland VA Research Center information;  
including the Portland Alcohol Research Center (PARC); 
National Center for Rehabilitative Auditory Research 
(NCRAR); Mental Illness Research, Education and Clinical 
Center (MIRECC); Multiple Sclerosis Center of Excellence 
(MSCoE); Parkinson’s Disease Research, Education and 
Clinical Center (PADRECC); Methamphetamine Abuse 
Research Center (MARC); Epilepsy Center of Excellence 
(ECoE) and Research Compliance; along with other 
literature for Veterans. 

Poster presentation session at the Iowa City VA 
Health Care System annual Research Week event.

Research Week demonstration at the Phoenix VA 
Health Care System.



Providence, R.I.
In conjunction with the National VA Research Week 
activities, the Providence VA Medical Center held events 
from April 23–26, 2012 for staff , researchers, Veterans, 
and the general public. On the fi rst day, the center gave 
a “Research Administration Informational Presentation,” 
which included information about the role of the research 
compliance offi  cer and research subcommittees, as well 
as information about how to submit a grant proposal. 
There was also a research information table in the lobby 
on Tuesday through Thursday, which had materials about 
VA research programs, resources, and accomplishments. 
Finally, the medical center had two presentations from 
top researchers about some of their latest research 
studies and fi ndings.

Richmond, Va.
The McGuire VA Medical Center held a Research Day 
Luncheon on April 27, 2012 to honor Veteran patients 
who participate in research studies, and educate them 
about recent accomplishments and fi ndings. The patients 
received pamphlets informing them about research 
and assisting them with deciding about whether to 
participate in research studies at the medical center. 
They were also surveyed for feedback about the 
process of informed consent and their past research 
experiences.  Investigators and coordinators set up 
table exhibits to provide the Veterans with information 
about studies as well as an opportunity to ask about 
new treatments.  

Salt Lake City, Utah
In conjunction with the National VA Research Week 
activities, the VA Salt Lake City Health Care System 
held a Research Day event on April 27, 2012. The center 
invited Veterans and employees to hear speakers share 
information and accomplishments, view posters about 
the latest research, and learn about progressive and 
unique studies currently being conducted. The event 
featured a keynote speech by Vickie Venne, a genetic 
counselor with the Million Veteran Program (MVP). 
In addition to Venne, other world-class researchers 
from the medical center were available to discuss their 
specifi c research, VA’s national research initiatives, and 
answer questions from the audience.

San Diego, Calif.
The VA San Diego Healthcare System conducted 
Research Week activities from April 25–26, 2012, which 
included speaker symposiums to share information 
about the latest research studies and accomplishments 
with Veterans and the community. VA researchers spoke 
about topics such as Shingles prevention, posttraumatic 
stress disorder (PTSD) alternative therapies, treating 
alcohol abuse and PTSD, Gulf War Syndrome treatment, 
lung cancer research, and diabetes studies. In addition, 
speakers shared information about several programs 
including the Spinal Cord Injury Consortium, Center 
of Excellence for Stress and Mental Health, Clinical & 
Translational Research Institute, and the Million 
Veteran Program (MVP).

Research Week presentation at the Providence VAMC. Attendee visits the Research Day exhibit display 
at the VA Salt Lake City Health Care System.



7

St. Louis, Mo.
The VA St. Louis Health Care System’s Research Day 

Conference was held at Washington University’s Cori 

Auditorium on Friday, April 27, 2012.  In order to share 

recent research advancements and collaborations, 

presentations were given by investigators from the 

VA St. Louis Health Care System, VA Network 15, 

Washington University (WU), Saint Louis University 

(SLU), and the Central Arkansas Veterans Health Care 

System.  Veterans, leadership, investigators, research 

staff  personnel, and employees from VA, WU, and 

SLU were invited to attend the event. Certifi cate of 

Achievement Awards were presented to all principal 

investigators with VA Merit Review Awards or Health 

Services Research and Development funding. 

In addition, the center created a Research and 

Development 2012 Yearbook to highlight principal 

investigators and staff , which was distributed at 

the event. 

Syracuse, N.Y.
The Syracuse VA Medical Center encouraged clinicians, 
nurses, employees, and Veterans to participate in its 
2012 Research Week “Lunch and Learn” activities to raise 
awareness about the program and educate attendees 
about recent studies and fi ndings. In order to improve 
local research and development programs and services, 
the medical center also gathered feedback from these 
audiences to learn more about their experiences with 
VA Research. Local medical center leadership and 
affi  liated medical and academic organizations 
were also invited to attend this event.

Tampa, Fla.
In order to recognize its researchers for their 
accomplishments and recent studies, the James A. 
Haley Veterans’ Hospital held a Research Day event 
on April 26, 2012, which consisted of a poster session 
and presentation. The 52 posters that were presented 
covered a variety of topics that included research studies 
related to Veterans recently returning from combat and 
long-term health issues of older Veterans. Both research 
investigators and Veterans were in attendance at the 
event, and attendees rated the event to be very informative.

Poster presentation session at the James A. Haley Veterans’ Hospital Research Day event.



Temple, Texas
The Central Texas Veterans Health Care System held 
a two day event on April 25 and 26, 2012 to recognize 
advancements made by its researchers and to thank 
its Veteran participants. On April 25, 2012, it held a 
posters and presentations day at the Temple campus, 
where researchers displayed posters and were available 
to present information and answer questions. 
During lunch, the center hosted a speaker program, 
which featured three VA researchers and a research 
participant.  Media day was held on April 26, and 
included roundtables with researchers from VA’s VISN 17 
Center of Excellence for Research on Returning War 
Veterans. The roundtable format provided researchers 
with in depth interviews and question and answer 
sessions with the media.

Washington, D.C.
From April 23 - 26, 2012 the Washington DC VA Medical 
Center held events for a Research Week Scientifi c 
Poster Session. Each day, the medical center held 
a poster session that focused on several research 
topics, which was aimed to educate Veterans, hospital 
staff , and the general public, about recent studies 
and fi ndings. The topics each day were as follows: 
Million Veteran Program (MVP), Vietnam War, Gulf War, 
Operation Enduring Freedom/Operation Iraqi Freedom 
(OIF/OEF), cardiovascular disease, diabetes, obesity, 
mental health, and general topics about VA research.

West Haven, Conn.
The VA Connecticut Healthcare System featured 
events during the week of April 23–27, 2012 and 
invited patients, caregivers, clinicians, and researchers 
to attend the activities. The Clinical Neuroscience 
Division of the National Center for Posttraumatic 
Stress Disorder (PTSD) was pleased to participate 
in the event, and several studies surrounding the 
topic of PTSD were shared throughout the week. 
Other activities consisted of poster presentations 
and informational sessions of ongoing work in the 
division, as well as educational materials, resources 
for treatment, and research literature for clinician 
referral and patient participation. Information on 
the Million Veteran Program (MVP) and a Mental 
Illness Research, Education, and Clinical Centers 
(MIRECC) joint research project between VA hospitals 
in West Haven, Canandaigua, and Yale University 
was also provided to participants.
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Research Week presentation at the Central Texas 
Veterans Health Care System event included several 
guest speakers.

Insert photo caption.
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